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- The Speech of Sir George Pudſey Knight, at tbe time of bis 


being ſworn Recorder 


GENTLEMEN, 


Ortune has at laſt gratified me in that earneſt Deſire I have always had to 
frve You ; And tho [ deſpair of making due Acknow ledgements, y et you 
may belteve,that I am very ſenſible of rheFavour you havedone me, 1 fo us 
 nanimouily chuſing me to be your Servant: for ſuch a one 1 ourRecordee is: 
tis a place of Honour and of '{ruſt, and it I diſcharge it nor as I ought, or 
at leaſt as lam able, I am the worſt of Men : I value my icit muci upon it; t ut 
more upon Fyour Friendſhip, Perhaps, few Recorders tor many ages have Lecn to 
irecly Eleed, Therefore Gratitude as well as Oath obliges me to be faithjull to 
you, Intereſt alſo, ( a mighty Motive ) prompts me tothe famc; I am your Neiph- 
bour as well as feliow-Citizen The little Fortune that I have lies near you ; it Ox-+, 
ford flouriſh, £1sfeld will not fare the worſe, Gentlemen, 1] hope you'l have a fa- 
vourable gpinton of him you have made yours, It's n9 inconſiderable diſadvantage 
to ſucceed a man of fuch great abilities as'your laſt Recorder was,t perſor who liv- 
ed leng amoog{l you, and knew the feerets oi your Corporation ; et this I rew, 
Ile pray the aid of all the Inns of Court rather than you thall ſufter ; and inceed 
why ſhould you in any thing ? Have you net opportunitics enough to be happy 2 
Docs not the'Greit and Good Ear! of Abingdon offer his aſſiſtance, ready at all times 
unon his kneeto beg his Majeſties Favonr in your behalf ? When he appears, make 
100m for Oxferd, cries the Guaras, the Town 1s Loyal grown; v hen at another time 
if I may ſpeak it) Amoceſt Oxford mandare hardiy pecp in Court. Why tEen don't 
we by his vaſt Intereftletin the Bean@gfAMiajelly upgn.vs.? Who can live without 
the Sun 2 Have we not a famous Univerhty fot our Example ? Let her preaf T.oy- * 


_--afty«if ic be poſſible ) be outdone by vs-'Can,we be poit6n'd at the Fountain head ? 


Where is Learning, Picty, and Ofedicace pratis'd ifnot inthis.our Engliſh Ar/-xs 


Who'ſo ignorant that Goes not know how © minent. this pace bas been for T.oya'ry ? 


in our Walls Did'not our Citizens fofow Bellona's Call, to deſert his Sacred per- 


How proud it was when Charles the Ho that Glorious King, ſhut himſelf up with 
at of War? With what bravery and Gallantry 


ſon from Rebe!s furv? Was not this the 


_ *9id this City aſſert its Monarch's Right? Surely the Stock of Loyatty is not" worn 


out How many are there1n this place that liv'd in thoſe days, & plaid the Saldis 
crs part, therefore 1'{c hot think there's an ill man amongſt us, however it happens 
that for ſome miſcarriages of curs wefſtand not right in Ceſ/ars favour: © We prc- 
ane largely, perform poorly, and that with Grudging too. The Widow's mite, what 
is it? yet being all,and freely given, had the largeſt thanks. Gentlemcn, let me cdviſe 
vou to-redeem your ſcives 2gain: His Majeſly,whom the Law ftiles Hesd of the King- 
cor, Father of the Country, Maſterof the whole Family of the Nat ion, Chief Juſtice 


of alt England, and a kind of p&ty God'on Earth, w ho tor the cxcellency of his per = 


fon, by yay of reſemblance, , has Dwme Attributes, as immortality, {or as Kirg he 
never dics, Sovereignty, Majeſty, Pow@, Verity, Juſtice, & the like: He is merciful, of 
a Godslike temper, as rcady to forgive as we to ask, !et us think nothing but gocd-of 
him and kis Government, for fears and jealouſics have Feen of fatal conſequence to 
this Natior,2nd fill are the greateſt encinies to the peace and tranquuity ot it, fome 
times they cry Pop ery is a breaking in upon us, when Gcd knows (as it is lately prov + 
cd) thecight hundredth man is net papitt, untzeſs all are ſuch that are not Diſſen- 
tcrs from the Church, for ſo indeed they call us, Did not his Majeſty ſor ſeveral y ears 
lireinPopiſh foil, yct came over to ues well in Heart as Title, Defeyder of the Faith 
His Royal Highneſs, Great Britains Mars, its Heir and Glory, has upon all oceafions 
expreſt himfelt high'y in favour of our Church, has ſert'cd the 

| Proteſtant 


(13) 


Are not his Dughters ( aiter him the preſent Heirs to the Impertii{ Crown) Frotes 
ſtants and, married twoſuch Princes, cn defign purely for to ſecu-e our Religion, 
when Fraxce it ſeif courted tht aliance for its Heir, Are not the Lords of the Romitl 
Faita excluded the F/ouſe of Peers 2 the Laws ſtrit'y put in execution againſt the 
Papiſts ? Beſtles What alteration can there be in Church or Stare, without 8 Natis 
' onal conſent? if thefeare ft,zns of Popery then in-leed we arc in danger. What think 
ye Gent:emen? You are men of Realon, live among the Mules, where Learning is 
at the heighr ; Though I muſt confeſs, it a papilt mult not breath common Air, or 
tread his Native Earth becauſe he 1s ſo. tis hard. who does not think his own oppt- 
02-bLeſt ? ſometimes again how do tne tears.cf arbitrary Power, cf loſs of Li- 
berty and Property call Crowds together to conſult, why hakethe Bead, look down 
cry we are loft. ſad times are coming ? when that's the only way to have them come 
for if a people grow Rebel-ripe, why ſhouid not we believe rhot Kings who fit at 
ſtera chat pick and call che Nution for the wiſeſtHeads,thou'd not endeavour to pre- 
ſerve tizeir Empire, and dominion, as well as quit ſh»ps and ſtalis and fly to Coffee 
houſes to exun:ineevery Letrer,to {ec how things are like ro 09 with us, Gentlemen 
be not ſeduced by men of tedirious ſpirits, The firſt fin oft Men and Ange's was Rebels 
lion, Heaven and Paradiſe were loſt by it, beicive it is the Kings intereſt, as well as 
Royal inclination to preſerve us in our rights and itbertics ; tor taks away property 
and induttry 15 quickly at an end; where is the Crowns ſafety then? the empty 
travail»rlau zbs acthe thief who values his Countrys defence that hath nothing in ic 
which he can cal! his own ? In ſome of the Eaſtern Parts ( the Garden of the Worid 
by Nature ) aman may ride ſome ſcores of, Miles , and ſcarcely fee a Hut ; becauſe 
no man has any thing but it the Princes will ; With us the proſperity ot the people,, 
is the Monarchs joy, He always etice:ns himfel Rich , if they are fo. 

Gentlemen, I am not altogether a ſtranger to Hiſtory , can give a reaſonable ac- 
-colipt of moſt Countryes, amongſt which England has xot an equal, Let us fee how 
Matters ſtood wirh the Fervs 1n Righteous David's days? Thou and Ziba divade 

the Land was David's indgment : 'againſt his Maſters Son before _ his oftence was 
prov'd. A S:meter'or a Bowſtring Leaves breathleſs in a minute the greateſt Sub- 
je in three parts of the World, w:thout a Judge and Jury. In ourNeighbourmg 
Countries, Racks & Wheels are thought gentle eatie ways to find out truth. the Frency 


Kings'Sword is his Subje&s: Charter, The Spaniſh Inquiſition this Words Hell. 


In Holland it ſelf; that fam'idCommon wealth, Herring is Excilea nine times belore 
it's eat, yetin theſe places all-;huſh-, ang, (| ; No Plots to murder Kings, or Ma- 
giltrates. Gentlethen, you mult pardoa.,me,. it I tell ye, that many times thetoo 
great indulgence of a Prince brings ſpeedy wane to a Nation, F lutarch in the Life 
of Lycur;us gives us a Relation of. one, Earyzzon a Spartan King, who took a courſe 
never.pradis'd by his wiſe Predeceflors., which was to cajo/e his own SubjeRts by 
flackening the Reins ofthe Royal Authority; but ſee whit fo!low'd, inſte2d of giine 

© 1ng, upon them, they grew f6-mſolent, that at laſt they brought the Governmentinto 
©. contempt, and ſoon atter:he whole Kingdom, into. Anarchy agd contuſion; and were 


. , Deyer latisfied, tilt 'one of rheir;; beſt Prznces, was barbarouſly-mufrder'd in the. ftrects 


: 
nts | . 


Mijeſty, who Fe b5ldly fayr has done-more, except the pteſerit King,-uw endrar the 
© Subjedt then all*thuKingsfrem the Normp: to this time, beſides: ;Burityhat comeon't? 
+», Thats « MaSAGualy comſileration. Mexcy.and' Goodneſs in Princes are too -oftert 
- miſtaken, and'eUlFd” geeefſty- and eafjneſs of Nature: An yielding King ſball/always 
_ find ictavivg Subjet, We arelikt the {rag)/tncver ſatisfi'd defretorreturn backjnto 
v2] Felrinro our ol Bondizze-Lhave heard, that in the late Rebeſion;?#Caprain and his 
Company has:mite Loudon, that haug iftreſs of our Ile, Whom we lo -mnch de- 
F light ro emirate all in teacher Cicizens Crouching like Spaniels- at-the frown. of 2 
1raytor, when at'the 5 pl they defiance to their King, | 

Are not we'turn'd Mad men and the Devil feol, his invention is 1.9, muſt a Nati» 
on be deſtroy'd, 'twice in half an age by the very fame methods; A Juglers tricks. il 


thown more than once of twice becomes Childrens ſports Popery was the TOR 
a mongl 


PE M the Rabbleſ&he was appeaſins,.a Tumult; How near a Paraliebisthis tolisIate 


teitant Religion upon ſuch ſure foundations in Scotland, that its not to be ſhaken ; 


OB 


(4 ) 

amonoſt the Zezious ere fince I remember, and is now the only Idol that ſupports 
the Biethrens cauſe : ;fthe word were but ſorgotten they were Dumb, its the 
holding twig. Who would not have ſworn three years fince that the Popes Bull 
was not broken in amongſt us 2 No Popery, No Papiſt, were the Oxford Cryes, 
when, on my conſcience, the promoters of the Noiſe are nearer that perſwaſion 
than my ſclf 5 the man th:y aim'dat. Do they -not ſay that Kings are the peoples 
Creatures, made by them, and when the Spirit moves, may be laid aſide again-Qur 
Churchabhors ſuch Doctrine, lets hold tothat, J«/;ax that cunning arch Enemy of our 
Religion encouragd all Opinions and Sedts amongſt the Chriſtians,that tende to the 
rooting, out of our Faith. For ſhame let's grow wiſe, we are in ſafety( if there be ſuch a 
thing on this ſide Heaven. )Let the moſt factious fellow of e'm all tell me whats not 
done to ſecure the Subje? He is fene'd in an every fide,the Star, Chamber,Court of 
4 : Wards, High commiſſion court,and every thing which the people had the leaſt co'our 
R - to call prievous,are willingly laid aſide. What noiſe has quartering of ſouldiers made? 
How are the Law booke filli'd with caſes of Imprifonments? To eaſe us cf theſe fears 
roo,ther's not a ſou'dier looks into a Private houſe,or enters any Inn,but as a Travil- 
ler ; the Landlord makes the Biil;what Offender is not bail'd out of Prifon in ſuch a 
time,if not proſecuted, though Treaſon threw him in? if ſuch AQs of Grace as theſe 

- will not giveus grateful ſouls,or at leaſt keep us inquiet, nothing buta rod of iron will, 
' Will there be no peace till Shehah's head is thrown over the wall. Gentlemeo,1 could 
A - walt aday upon this ſubje&t, and #hallenge all rhe World toſhew me ſuch another 
j Government;thereforeif theſe be ſigns of Arbitrary power,ofloſs of Liberty and 'pro- 
x tperty, ſpeak, Gentlemen, benot filet. Good men will be convinc'd by reaſon, ard 
. - bleſs thejr Maker for their happineſs; Ill men muſt be watch'd by thoſe that are in 
b4 Power: He that grumbles at this Government, with LZacifer would quarrel Heaven, 
- "therefore with him deſerves his puniſhment But ſuppoſe the worſt, that our fears 
- were true, that Religion and Allegiance did no ways oblige us; that his Majeſty had 
as many vices as he has vertues, would Rebelion mend the matter? No, that a Nati- 
on's Ruin is ready to atteſt, Has not that happened to us and -much more, which 
fooliſh Reboboamn threatened the ten Tribes with, that his little finger ſhould be hea- 
vier upon them than his Father's Loyns; that if his Father whipp d them with rods 
he would beat them with Scorpions? Gentlemen, a civil War is like a Gaming houſe 
where none gets at laſt but the Box keeper. Not long after his Majeſties returg I 

. was at ſucha placeata time whena grear Lord had'loſt no little furm; to chear” is 

- Rearrt, he calls for a.glaſs of Wine, ang drinks a health: to him that had gain'd by 
play; amongſt fifty Gent lemen there was not one would lay any title to it at laſt in 
comes a litle creeping fellow, and ctaimes the health, proteſting that he had never 
brought in to the houſe more than half aCrown at any one time, ſeldom ſo much, 
yet by his cunging and adyantages had heap'd many a hundred pound; ſo in Civil 


Tinkers turn.Lords, and Lords turn nothing, If Rebellion has fucceſs. which to the 
- difcouragemeat of all Treaſon ( it has ha& but oncerhis fix hundred years in "Eng- 
| land) to change it's Government, yetthe leading Rebels wery rareiy dye in Peace. 
IfthePrince be viRtorious, which cettainly'he is,unleſs when the Almighty iutendsto 
call the Nation to reckoning for her fins, then the Pegple:are at. mercy. Which of 
us/ would willingly call ac Equal or an infferiour; Lord? Where/were our Zng/1/þ .Lis 
berty then? Therefore fince all cannotde Kings, let's be obedient to him* that, is 
'thebeſt of Kings,think Loyalty our greateſt ifitereſt ganvel as dry genticmen Con- 
© fider we havec Warewfultpaes over us,Eſteem- not/tliemgood'Citi | 
© usro wraſtletoo.much with \ ajefty, for we'ſhall/tiare the fall. Why "then [Rn 
+> with me Long.livethe King, We'le grahtHim anythingetiat he will have, becauſe;,we 
- :'>are ſufficiently aſſur'd, he will ask no hin {but whet wemay freely, and ſafely give 
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IN 48-4; 


War the Beggar mounts a horſeback and all above him goe a foot; Coblers and 


tizens, who, adviſe 


wb 


